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intercourse. This does not mean that we have any
undue partiality for Hindi. We regard Hindi as our
national language. It is fit to be adopted as such. That
language alone can become the national language which
is easy to learn. To our knowledge there has been no
opposition to this view serious enough to take notice of.
If Hindi takes the place of English, I for one would
be pleased. But we know well the importance of the
English language. Knowledge of English is necessaiy
to us for the acquisition of modern knowledge, for the
study of modern literature, for knowledge of the world,
for intercourse with the present rulers and such other
purposes. As things are, we have to learn English even
if we do not wish to. English is an international language.
But English can never become our national language.
True, it seems to dominate the scene today. In spite of
all efforts to resist its hold on us, it continues to occupy
a large place in the conduct of our national affairs. But
this should not lead us to entertain the illusion that it
is going to become our national language.
We can easily find proof for this from our experience
in any province. Take for instance Bengal or South
India where we find the influence of English to be the
largest. Should we want anything done in these parts
by the people, we cannot have it done through English,
though at the moment we may also not be able to do it
through Hindi. With the help of a few words of Hindi,
however, we may succeed in expressing our meaning at least
to some extent; but through English not even this much.
Of course, it may be accepted that hitherto no
language has been able to establish itself as the national
language. English is the official language. That is natural
under the prevailing circumstances. But I consider it
quite impossible for it to go beyond this. If we want to

